"Helping to shape today's Navy...one Sailor at a time!"
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Good day to all our Brothers and Sisters in the Mess,

Let me first start off by saying I am proud to be the Command Senior
Chief of the great MCM Crew CONFLICT and how humbled I am to have the
opportunity to serve as Command Senior Chief onboard the great ship
CHIEF (MCM 14)!

On our short time onboard (we recently returned home from deployment
from the Arabian Gulf), we have received numerous requests to fly United
States ensigns on our great ship, as one means of recognition for the
years of service our fellow Chiefs have served their country.  We are
committed to honoring every request we receive and flying every ensign
that arrives with these requests, but we must standardize the way we are
doing business with these requests as we have noticed some discrepancies
with some of the requests as well as postage issues that we alone cannot
fix from this end.

When sending an ensign to be flown on our ship:

1.  The preferred method of delivery to us is USPS-Priority.  When
sending this way, please send a delivery conformation with it as well as
insuring it.  We all know how accurate the US Postal System is and I can
tell you how many occasions already of lost ensigns we're trying to fix
right now.  You can also send it via Fed-Ex or UPS, but the most
important thing here is delivery conformation, which means you have a
way of tracking your package.

2.  Please include a money order for return postage or the actual
returned postage itself (the same amount it costs to send your package
over).  We do not have the money allotted to return your packages nor
are we authorized to return packages to you via official mail, so return
postage is very important!!

3.  We will need the rate, warfare, first name, middle initial and last
name of the Sailor for whom the ensign is honoring.  We will send you
back a Certificate of Authenticity for the honoree, so legibility and
correct spellings are important too!  This goes for your return address
as well.

If I may also put in a shameless plug for USS CHIEF Coins: we have them
here if you'd like to purchase them.  They cost $10 a piece and we can
send them to you, again utilizing the postage rules above, unless you
are locally in the area.  Money orders only (if ordering via mail),
please.

The great ship CHIEF continues the namesake for a very special group of
Navy Professionals, the Chief Petty Officers of the world's finest and
strongest Navy.  If there's anything we can do for our Brothers and
Sisters in the Mess, please don't hesitate to ask!

Take care and be safe!

VR & R,

Toby (NCCS)
NCCS(SW/AW) Toby A. Ruiz
Command Senior Chief
MCM Crew CONFLICT
Embarked onboard USS CHIEF (MCM 14)
